[Animal experiment studies on the effect of unilateral tooth extraction on the growth of the skull and masticatory muscles. III. The masticatory muscles].
All continuous teeth were unilaterally extracted on the right side of the upper and lower jaws of 57 male and female Vietnamese belly pig. The animals were slaughtered 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12 after the extraction. Our investigations into quantitative changes in the masticatory musculature after unilateral extraction showed the dry weight of the musculature on the extraction side was reduced. This reduction was greatest in the case of the M. temporalis. The findings relating to the muscles are consistent with the results of the skull evaluations reported in the first 2 publications, with indicated that tooth extraction leads to only local changes in the jaw during postnatal development. The findings published in the 3 publications of this series relating to the bones and muscles are discussed.